
Lake Nona High School 
School Advisory Council (SAC) Meeting Minutes 
November 9, 2021 
 
Attendance:  Ms. Wilicia Hughes, Veronica Penzo, Sabrina Quinones, Carrie Palumbo, Dr. Marc Spittler, 
Michelle Adamick, Brenda Maddus, Jamie Wood, Nitika Phillips, Iris Bass, Christal Feldman, Jane Mills, 
Leslie Wilkerson, Kim Tinetti, Kim Clark, Michelle Barber, Melissa Pantano, & Mauricio Movilla 

Call to Order: A meeting of the Lake Nona High School, School Advisory Council was called to order by 
Melissa Pantano at 5:37 pm in the Media Center. 

Approval of Previous Minutes: Michelle Barber motioned to approve the minutes. Mauricio Movilla 
second the motion. Motion carried.  

Principal’s Update given by Assistant Principal Wilicia Hughes: 
• All of the Orange County Tech Application deadlines have been posted on social media and 

Canvas. 
• Seniors who are not interested in AP classes or Dual Enrollment may request early/late 

arrival/dismissal if all of their graduation requirements have been met. Those students would 
complete 4-5 classes on campus and miss the other class periods. Juliza Rivera is the contact for 
more information on meeting the requirements. 

• Early Graduation students can finish school in December, but will not get their Diploma until 
May. Spring activities are the reason so few students choose early graduation. 

• There was a request for the LNHS SAC Minutes to be placed on the school website. It would also 
be nice to see a list of current members’ names on the website. Ms. Hughes will look into this. A 
SAC Facebook page is probably unnecessary due to management of the page. Christal Feldman 
said PTSA is willing to support SAC via their Facebook page in order to announce SAC meetings. 
SAC Meetings are already announced in Ms. Chang’s Between the Lions newsletter. 

• LNHS Leadership strongly recommends that teachers add 1 grade to Skyward per week. 
However, there are no regulations on the teachers concerning the input of grades. Parents are 
welcome to check their student’s Canvas account for further information. Canvas is new and not 
required of teachers. It is more of a resource for the students. Skyward is required and the 
official platform for parents to use. Canvas grades can be uploaded to Skyward at the teachers 
discretion. 

o Dr. Marc Spittler was in attendance. He explained how 2 functions, Grade Passback and 
Speed Grader, can be utilized or turned off depending on the teacher’s preference. Speed 
Grader sets a score to 0 until a grade is put in. Sometimes a teacher may run out of time 
before inputting all the grades. The automatic 0 alerts the parent, when the child actually 
did the work. If a parent has a concern with this process, the teacher is the best resource. 
Ms. Hughes assured us that teachers are to respond to emails within 48 hours. 

o PTSA will have a panel of 4 Skyward and Canvas experts at their next meeting on 11/16. 
Parents can bring their students’ laptops to the meeting for tech help. It was requested 
that video snippets be sent to the teachers for further explanation on the 2 functions 
mentioned above. 

  



• Bus transportation issues are handled by the Department of Transportation 407.317.3807. 
Antonio Cunningham is the LNHS point of contact on transportation related issues.  The current 
problem is that new busses are being added to our school bus routes without all students 
receiving notification. Students that do not ride everyday are not getting the information about 
changes. The bus drivers have lists of students provided by OCPS transportation. Without the 
students also knowing of the changes, many students are struggling to ride the correct bus 
home.  

• LNHS was one of 3 schools in the U.S. to be chosen as a McDonald’s HACER National Scholarship 
location. LNHS qualified for the program due to our diverse student background and our more 
than 60% Hispanic student population. SGA set up an assembly/workshop/Golden Door fun 
activity during 7th period for students sometime in the next two weeks. Scholarships will be 
awarded to a few students based on Hispanic Heritage, financial need, and grade point average.  
HACERTour.com is a resource for more information.  

• LNHS had an essay writing workshop on campus on 11/4. 
• Community businesses are having trouble with LNHS students. The Bravo Plaza is dealing with 

people parking in their lot. Chick Fil A is refusing to allow students under 18 in the restaurant 
after a few bad afternoons. As a community, we need to take better care of these business 
partners. It is also embarrassing to our community when other schools travel here for games and 
aren’t welcome to bring their students into a businesses. Our choices determine our future. SGA 
may be our best shot at making a peace offering, but those students aren’t the guilty ones.  

• Student Drop-off and Pick-up are both chaotic with close to 4000 students. County 
Commissioner Jim Gray and District 4 Commissioner Maribel Gomez Cordero are planning to 
meet and talk about the issue. Narcoossee Road splits county land and city land, so police 
officers struggle to correct the issues in our area due to their jurisdiction. 

Budget Remained the same:   
 SAC Budget: $15,597.28 
 Teacher Supply Fund: $21,109.26 

FL school Recognition Funds: $9,112.27 

Concerns and Questions: 
• There is a Government Exam coming up in December. This is for a class that flips semesters with 

Economics. The exam is only relevant to the students that are currently in the Government 
portion of the class. There will be a second Government exam at the end of the spring semester 
for students currently taking the Economics portion of the class.  

• Is Vertical Raise or similar fundraisers the only way for athletic programs to raise money? Can a 
parent write a check directly to the athletic program?  

• Will our next SAC meeting be on 12/14? 

Meeting Adjournment: Melissa Pantano motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm. Mauricio Movilla 
second the motion. Motion carried. 


